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is appropriate. It is a contribution to cur contemporary
language. No other words express so tersely the idea of
being face to face with an insurmountable difficulty as the
phrase ikup against it." One way of combating slang is to
help the children find expressive words to substitute for the
overuse of silly expressions. For example, they should find
forceful and more specifically descriptive words that can be
used instead of you're all wet, the cat's whiskers, bum, Oh
boy!, hot stuff, it's the tops, it's a Lulu, and the like. The
kind of slang which should be prevented from gaining head-
way in this period is the kind which is ungrammatical,
vulgar, or used indiscriminately on all occasions. By sub-
stituting expressive words for slang and uninteresting con-
ventional expressions, a good start is made in enlarging and
enriching the vocabulary and thus progressing beyond "the
moron level of conversation."
Swearing is another undesirable language response which
may make its appearance in this period. One undesirable
result of swearing is a changed attitude toward the Deity.
Young children use such words imitatively at first, probably
without half understanding their meaning. If the words
produce a startling, exciting effect on some adult, children
tend to repeat the experiment. If the words are ignored, a
child may drop them of his own accord. One day a pre-
school child walked into his father's room and called joy-
fully, "Well, Godandamn." His father was somewhat
amazed, but after the usual greetings, he said, "Where did
you hear 'Godandamn?" "Jackie taught me to say it,5* the
youngster told him. "What does it mean?" "Jackie says it
means, 'Well, isn't this grand?'" After his father had sug-
gested that he use the latter phrase, the small boy substituted
it willingly for the one which had little meaning to him.
In the case of older children the most satisfactory treat-
ment seems to be to make them feel that swearing is imma-
ture and inappropriate in certain situations rather than
immoral. Children should learn to discriminate among
types of speech and recognize when each is appropriate.
There is church language, school language, home language,